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country, who had been watching them, saw where they had
laid their wings, and when they were out of sight he took the
wings of one of them and hid them in a banana stem. In the
morning, at the peep of dawn, they came together, laid down
the fish they had caught, and began to put on their wings for
flight. All did so but one, whose wings could not be found,
and she was a woman. The man who had stolen and hidden
the wings came and took her for his wife. They lived peace-
ably together, and had two sons ; the name of the one was
Naka Tafaki, and the name of the other was Karisi Bum.
" By and by trouble arose in the household. The man
ill-treated his wife and said to her, ' You are a wicked woman,
cause of trouble and sorrow ; go back to your own country.1
This made her heart sore, and she sighed for the lost wings
that she might fly away from all this turmoil and be at rest.
One day she and her sons were out together, and the youths
discovered a white thing in a banana stem. It was their
mother's lost wings. Overjoyed, she resolved to put them on
and fly away from earth to heaven. But before she did so
she told her sons of their kindred in heaven, in the hope that
one day they would all meet there. Then she put on her
wings, sang the appropriate song, and, after swinging back-
wards and forwards a few times, flew swiftly away to heaven.
The brothers went home and told their father. . . .
11 Now the brothers were continually being taunted with
being strangers and pilgrims, and they longed to depart
to their mother's country. One day it fell out that they were
shooting birds with arrows, and one of the arrows lodged in
the sky and stuck fast in the roots of a banyan tree. Another
arrow shot after it stuck fast in the end of the shaft of the first
arrow, and so with arrow after arrow, until there was a chain
of them extending from heaven to earth, and up it the two
brothers climbed into the sky. There they found an old
woman cooking yams, and she knew her grandsons. So all
their troubles were over.11 *
A Maori version of the story runs as follows : " In days
of yore, when gods and heroes deigned to dwell upon earth,
one Tairi-a-kohu, a supernatural being, descended from the
1 Dr. Macdonald," The Mythology of   Australasian Association for the Ad-
theEfatesi/'in the Seventh Report'oj*the , vancement of Science, 1878, pp. 764^.